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JUNE 202 3 
The Guild encourages the responsible consumption of alcohol 

The Guild meets on the last Friday of each month (except December) 

* * at the Eltham Living & Learning Centre * *  
Χ + ONLINE via ½ƻƻƳ Χ 

8 pm start 

 Next meeting: Friday 30th June, 2023 

 
Guests who are interested in finding out more about the Guild are welcome  

 to attend any of our regular Guild meetings  

 
 

       Contact info@amateurwine.org.au for meeting details 
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Ā 

WINE TRIVIA 
 

How well do you know Champagne?  
 

ÊSo ð You think you know what the term ôBlanc de Blancsõ refers? 

ÊOr ð You think you know the designated areas within the Champagne region?  

 

Take this monthõs Champagne  quiz and find out  ð itõs scattered in odd places 

... no peeking at the answers before you finish é 

mailto:info@amateurwine.org.au
https://www.winemag.com/2022/10/14/alcoholic-fermentation/
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tǊŜǎǎ  
 
May Guild Night 
On Friday 26th May we looked at the Sagrantino grape variety, a variety that several guild members have 
made wines from over the last few years.  We heard from Adam Pearson of Andrew Peace Wines who 
talked about their Sagrantino and provided samples for tasting and discussion.  Many thanks to Vince 
Conserva for organizing this guild night. 
 
 

June Guild Night 
Friday 30th June ς 8pm ς at the Eltham Living and Learning Centre ONLY ς No ZOOM.   
Come along and celebrate the end of the financial year!   
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǿƛƴŜǎ. 
 
Are you planning on entering your current vintage wines in the Frankston or Eltham Wine Shows this year?  
If so, bring along any wines for which you would like a preliminary assessment, and get advice about what 
you can do to prepare them for a show (or just get greater personal enjoyment from the wines).   ²ŜΩƭƭ 
have a professional judge, James Scarcebrook (see https://vinointrepido.com/story) and several very 
experienced guild members available to impart their wisdom about the wines. 
 
Vince will be there with the Sentia Wine Analyser if you want to check for MLF completion, free SO2 and 
ǇIΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ C!²D tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ς Glen Fortune ς ǿƘƻΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ 
entering the FAWG Show.  Bring as many bottles as you like, but make sure they each have a label with 
winemaker name and grape variety(s). 
 
 

Wine Appreciation Course 
Early in May we commenced the Wine Appreciation Course led by Karen Coulston, with the last session on 
Tuesday, 20th June.  It turned out that all the participants were winemakers, so Karen delved into a lot of 
winemaking details which related to the wine appreciation aspects of the course.  I received very positive 
feedback from the participants, so it is likely that this course will be run again.  My thanks go to Karen, who 
presented the course, and Angela, who handled the organisation.  
 
 

Interested in Beer? 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊ ŀǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ Anne Shea continues to be busy with her Small Batch Booze 
activities and has offered to run a beer making demonstratioƴ ŦƻǊ ƎǳƛƭŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
making beer ς or just want to know something about it ς check out the details later in this newsletter. 
 
 

Vale Neil Johannesen 
Last week we were saddened to hear of the passing of Neil Johannesen, a long-time life member of the 
Guild, and accomplished winemaker.  Our sympathy is extended to his wife Myrna and their family.  
CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ bŜƛƭΩǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ newsletter. 
 
Cheers, 
 

Wayne Harridge ς President 

  

https://vinointrepido.com/story
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/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ϧ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 5ŀǘŜǎ 
 

President Wayne Harridge General Committee Graham Scott 

Vice President Richard Martignetti Trevor Sleep  

Secretary Mario Anders Angela Harridge 

Treasurer Mario Anders Trevor Roberts 

Assistant Treasurer  Phil Blight 

Past President Mario Fantin Vince Conserva 

    

Wine Show Chief Judge Lisa Cardelli Newsletter Editor Angela Harridge 

Wine Show Director Mario Fantin  Fruit Purchase Co-ord Trevor Roberts 

Webmaster Mario Anders   

 

Members elected to positions on the Guild Management Committee meet at 8pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month, via ZOOM. 
 

Guild Committee Meetings 
Agenda items relate to General Guild Business and/or Eltham Wine Show Business, with the emphasis 
based on the requirements at the time.  The Eltham Wine Show Chief Judge is invited to the meetings 
when the agenda requires their input. 
 
Agenda items will normally relate to: Guild Night Program, Membership, Education Initiatives, Finance & 
Governance, Social Events, Promotion & Marketing and Sponsorship.   
Additional agenda items relevant to the Eltham Wine Show: Judging, Logistics and IT. 
 

Meeting Dates 

July 12th, August 9th, September 13th, October 11th, November 8th   
 

Member Participation 

All members are encouraged to raise any issues, new initiatives, and suggestions with a committee 
member for discussion at meetings.   Members are welcome to attend committee meetings as visitors 
and should contact the President or Secretary a few days prior to the meeting date. 

 
 

DǳƛƭŘ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ 
 

President president@amateurwine.org.au   

Secretary info@amateurwine.org.au   

Wine Show cheers@amateurwine.org.au   

Newsletter newsletter@amateurwine.org.au  

  

mailto:president@amateurwine.org.au
mailto:info@amateurwine.org.au
mailto:cheers@amateurwine.org.au
mailto:newsletter@amateurwine.org.au
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CƻǊǿŀǊŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ DǳƛƭŘ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
      

All activities will take place according to COVID guidelines. 
       We will keep you updated as to what we are able to do via SLACK and the Website  

      Χ so keep N Χ 

*More information to come *  
 

DATE ACTIVITY 
 

Friday, June 30th  

*  

Monthly Guild Night: 
Preparing your wines for ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wine shows 
James Scarcebrook + experienced guild members 
Bring along your current vintage wines for a preliminary assessment 
ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴŜ 
shows. 
Tasting: Current vintage wines 
aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǿines for assessment. 

 

Friday, July 28th  

*  

Monthly Guild Night:                        
Pinot Noir ς ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Wƻ Lƭƛŀƴ 
Presentation, tasting and discussion. 
Tasting: Pinot 
Bring along your Pinots! 

 

Sunday July 30th 

*  

Small Batch Beer Demonstration   
Anne Shea  
An information/demonstration session for members that will introduce 
you to the art of beermaking. 
Lunch, information and plenty of time to chat. 
No charge, just bring along some part of a picnic lunch. 
Ā See the Courses part of the newsletter ς and Slack ς for more details 

 

Friday, August 25th  

*  

Monthly Guild Night:                                                                           ZOOM*                        
AGM 
A time to review the year that was for the EDWG. 
Let the President or {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Committee. 
Tasting: Mulled wine 
As is traditional for the AGM, have your Mulled Wine on hand to enjoy 
as we go through the AGM formalities ς in the comfort of your home 
again this year. 

 

Friday October 20th  Eltham Wine Show: Entries Close 

 

Friday October 27th  Eltham Wine Show: Labels mailed to winemakers 
 

Friday November 10th  Eltham Wine Show: Final Delivery Date 
 

Saturday November 18th  Eltham Wine Show: Judging Day 

https://amateurwine.org.au/
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Sunday November 19th   Eltham Wine Show: Public Open Day  
 

Friday, November 25th  

*  

Monthly Guild Night:                                                                           ZOOM* 
Wine Show Review ς the Final meeting of the year & Chief JudgeΩǎ 
review of the 2023 Wine Show. 
Tasting: EDWG Wine Show Medal Wines 
Bring along your wines that won a Medal to share. 

 
 
 

hǘƘŜǊ 5ŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ 5ƛŀǊȅ 

 

DATE ACTIVITY 

Friday July 14th   
Frankston & South Eastern Wine Show: Entries Close     

https://www.fawg.org.au/Entry_Info  

Friday July 21st  
Frankston & South Eastern Wine Show: Labels returned to 

entrants 

Friday August 11th  Frankston & South Eastern Wine Show: Final delivery Date  

Saturday August 26th  Frankston & South Eastern Wine Show: Judging Day 

Sunday August 27th  
Frankston & South Eastern Wine Show: Public Tasting Day and 

Results available 
 

 

     
 

1. Where in France is the Champagne wine region located?  

a. 145kmõs North of Paris  

b. 145kmõs North-East of Paris    

c. 145kmõs South-East of Paris  

d. Not even near the city of Paris   
 

2. Which are the three 'primary' grape varietals used for crafting Champagne Wine?  

a. Pinot Noir, Chardonnay & Pinot Gris  

b. Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier & Sauvignon Blanc  

c.  Pinot Noir, Chardonnay & Pinot Meunier  

d. Pinot Noir, Chenin Blanc & Sauvignon Blanc  

 

3.  On average worldwide - approximately how many bottles of Champagne are sold each year?  

a. 150 million bottles  

b. 200 million bottles  

c. 300 million bottles  

d. 400 million bottles  

 

4. In which year was the Champagne wine region made a UNESCO Heritage Site?  

a. 2000  

b. 2005  

c. 2010  

d. 2015  

https://www.fawg.org.au/Entry_Info
https://www.winemag.com/2022/10/14/alcoholic-fermentation/
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²ƛƴŜ {Ƙƻǿ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ς ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 

Mario Fantin 

 
You will have seen the notification in this newsletter at the sad passing of one of our long-standing, highly 
respected life members, Neil Johannesen.  Although Neil has always provided a positive contribution in 
many facets of the Guild over many years, I felt that it is important to acknowledge the massive 
contribution both Neil and Myrna Johannesen have made to our wine shows in the past.  Neil has not only 
been on the wine show committee and helped as a judge for many years, but he has always provided 
ongoing guidance and advice to the Guild on how the wine show can be improved.  It is thanks to the 
positive ongoing contribution and involvement provided by members such as Neil that our wine show is 
the success it is today.  
 
FRANKSTON SHOW 
The Frankston Wine Show is fast approaching.  Make a note of the following key dates ς particularly the 
entry closing date as late entries will not be accepted: 

¶ Entries close 21 July 2023 

¶ Public Tasting Day Sunday 27 August 2023 
 
The Frankston Show is a good opportunity to get an update on how your current vintage wines are 
tracking.  Many people will not have bottled their wines yet, so the feedback from the Frankston judges 
will give you the chance to make any fine-tune adjustments before bottling and/or entering your wines in 
the Eltham Show.  Once you have decided which wines you will enter, the next step is to prepare your 
entries to make sure they are shown in the best possible way.  I have mentioned some of these suggestions 
in past, but they are worth a reminder at this point in time: 

¶ If you are removing wine from bulk storage: 
o Make sure the bottle is clean and there is no residue that will contaminate your wine. 
o Rack the wine into the bottle as soon as possible so it has time to get over bottle shock. 
o Do not reuse old closures as these may contain microscopic contaminants. 
o Country wines for Frankston must be submitted in 750 ml clear bottles (except for fortified 

wines & liqueurs), unlike the Eltham show where country wines can be submitted in 375 ml 
bottles. 

¶ Make sure all your closures are secure and will not leak when the bottle is stored on its side.   

¶ If your entry is from wine which has already been bottled, check the contents of your entry bottle 
to ensure it is a true representative sample.  Sometimes individual bottles can tŀǎǘŜ ΨƻŘŘΩ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ 
apparent reason! 

¶ Fix your wine show label securely to your entry bottle.  Bottles should have any old labelling 
completely removed, including any residual metal and shrink wrap collars. 

 
ELTHAM SHOW 
Our wine show is not until November, note key dates below: 

¶ Entries close 20 October 2023 

¶ Public Tasting Day Sunday 19 November 2023 
 
The financial viability of the Show is highly dependent on the number of both wine entries, and visitors on 
the Public Tasting Day.  Please encourage people you know, and may be interested, to enter and/or attend.  
They will not be doing you a favour, but themselves a favour!  The Wine Show is a unique event with the 
opportunity to taste and appreciate a range of interesting home-made beverages including grape wines, 
country wines, ciders, liqueurs and kombucha.  
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/ƻǳǊǎŜǎ 

Wine Appreciation Course 
 
This was the first time the Guild has offered this course, and it was fabulous!  As a group of wine makers, 
as well as drinkers, we wish to thank Karen for sharing her (wealth of) knowledge, and for adapting the 
course to include how our new-found knowledge and skills can be utilised from sourcing the grapes to 
appreciating the final product in the glass. 
 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜΩŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 8-week ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ Χ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
minute! 
 

Here are some photos of the final п ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ Χ  
 

Session 5:  Red wines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

We were quite looking forward to tasting the reds ς and they were delicious ς once we got to them! 
 
¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŀƴƴƛƴǎ Χ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛŀƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ 
understanding the characteristics of raw tannins (added to a water base ς in different strengths). 
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Χ drops of concentrated grape tannins added to water Χ it almost tastes like a red wine! 
 
Tasting: 2020 Pinot Noir   2015 Pinot Noir   2020 Shiraz   2018 Scarpantoni 
 

Discussion then turned to oaks ς different types, ways of using it and flavour profiles. 
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Session 6:  Wine Faults 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tasting:  
2000 Cabernet Sauvignon   
2006 Cabernet Sauvignon    
2021 Uva di Troia 

We thought we were challenged by the smells and flavour profiles in session 5 ς they were on a 
completely different level to this session! 
 

Χ ƻȄƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ  Χ ŀƭŘŜƘȅŘŜǎ  Χ ŀŎŜǘƛŎ ŀŎƛŘ  Χ ŎƻǊƪ ǘŀƛƴǘ  Χ ōǊŜǘǘ  Χ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
ς ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƛƴŜƳŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ 
ς and dread to our noses and palates on the night! 

 

Oxidation 
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Cork taint 

Tasting:  
2016 Riesling 
2003 Riesling 
1999 Riesling 
2019 Shiraz 
1988 Gewürztraminer 
 
2001 Riesling 
 

Tasting:  
2018 Shiraz 
2018 Shiraz  
2017 Cab Sauv 
Vinegar 
 


